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The  Ritchie  family  of  this  country  cams  from  "Tho  Hl$i lands  of  Scot¬ 
land"  near  Edlnboro,  In  1737#  The  years  of  the  "Great  Famine",  wherein  thou- 

% 
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sands  of  poor  Scots  and  Irish  died  of  famine  end  attendant  disease,  due  to  the 
failure  of  the  potato  crop,  principally,  one  section  of  the  family  settled  In 
Virginia,  one  section  In  Maryland,  my  ancestors  settled  in  York  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  -  the  extrema  southeast  corner  of  the  state.  At  that  time  there 
were  but  three  counties  in  that  state,  Chester  County  (Philadelphia,  the 
county  seat),  Lancaster  County,  and  York  County# 

My  great  grandfather,  John  Richey,  anglicized  spelling,  served  in  the 
war  of  the  "Revolution",  or  between  Great  Britain  and  her  American  Colonies 
with  35  members  of  his  relatives  of  the  name,  In  the  military  forces  of  his 
state  as  shorn  by  the  state  records  in  Harrisburg,  Pa,  He  was  captured  end 
spent  some  months  In  the  horrible  "Hulks"  of  "Fever  Ships"  in  New  York  Harbor, 
where  every  nlgit  these  unfortunates  were  chained  tv.o  by  two,  with  an  open 
link  in  the  center,  through  which  a  long  chain  was  drawn  end  scoured  at  bow  and 
stern  of  the  vessel#  Great  numbers  of  these  patriots  died  of  the  diseases  of 
bad  and  insufficient  food,  the  Bilge  Water,  below  deoks,  and  careless  treatment# 
After  many  months  he  was  exchanged,  but  reenlisted  for  the  duration  of  the  war# 
His  son,  John  Richey,  my  grandfather,  was  bora  Januaiy  5,  1762, 

In  1803,  he,  a  young  doctor  and  surgeon  at  that  time  (the  groat 
medicel  schools,  as  we  know  them,  were  not  In  existence  then)  end  his  young 
wife,  18  years  old,  "moved",  by  horseback,  from  York  to  Fort  Erie,  now  Erie, 
a  great  distance  at  that  time,  ?jhere  on  June  6,  1804,  my  lather,  James  Ritchey, 
was  born#  I  will  here  relate  a  little  incident  to  show  the  character  of  ths 
pioneer  women.  On  arriving  at  Fort  Erie,  now  Erie,  the  young  folks  hod  a  cabin 
built  at  the  edge  of  the  "clearing",  no  boards  to  make  a  door  oould  be  obtained, 
so  a  temporary  door  was  made  by  stretching  a  strong  blanket  over  the  frame-work 
of  ti«  wood,  to  keep  out  the  elements#  One  beautiful  day,  tho  door  being  open 
and  the  young  mother  back  of  the  door  "rolling  out  dough",  her  attention  wee 
drawn  to  a  peculiar  sniffing  sound  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  door#  Stepping 
ground  the  edge  of  the  door,  she  beheld  a  huge  block  bear,  inside  the  house 
"smelling*  of  her  baby,  Little  James,  who  was  lying  in  his  cradle#  Without  • 
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word  she  brought  that  heavy  "rolling  pin"  down  on  Bruin’s  Ear#  With  a  "Whoof" 
he  turned  about  and  Jumped  over  the  picket  fence,  not  having  time  to  go  bock 
by  the  open  gete  by  vhich  be  entered. 

After  accumulating  two  more  children,  Samuel,  afterward  Dr.  Samuel 
Ritchey  (an  early  settler  of  Jasper  County,  Indiana),  and  Jane,  the  little 
family  loaded  their  few  possessions  on  some  horses  end  traveled  down  the  old 
Allegheny  River  Indian  Trial  to  Fort  Pitt,  now  Pittsburg,  and  on  "West"  to 
Uniontown,  Ohio,  where  their  son,  John,  afterword  General  John  Ritchie,  (the 
Scotch  spelling  of  the  neme)  was  born.  The  family  kept  going  "West",  stopping 
at  various  settlements  for  a  time,  until  they  finally  stopped  in  Hamilton, 

Ohio.  I  once  asked  my  grandmother  about  their  "Trek"  west,  she  laughed  and 
said  "the  funniest  thing  about  It,  was  at  every  ’settlement’  where  they  stopped 
for  a  while,  the  village  boys  would  want  to  Initiate  the  "Ritchie  Lads?  ,  but 
her  old  eyes  gleamed,  as  she  proudly  announced,  "But  the  Ritchie  Lads  war* 
never  licked".  That  was  charecterlstlo  of  the  times. 

Whilst  Dr.  John  Ritchie  was  living  In  Hamilton,  Ohio,  his  eldest 
son,  James,  began  teaching  school,  at  the  age  of  16  years,  having  pupils  a* 
much  as  24  years  old.  After  several  weary  years  of  this  poorly  paid  vocation 
and  saving  a  bit  of  money,  he  went  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  ha  wrote  "Items" 
(reporting)  fbr  a  city  paper, and  began  his  llfework  by  entering  "Miami  Medloal 
School",  at  that  time, I  think,  tha  only  medloal  school  west  of  the  Alleghany 
Mountains,  from  which  he  later  graduated  with  honor.  Whilst  engaged  In  this 
City,  I  will  relate  a  little  Incident  which  occurred  and  shows  the  couruge, 

If  not  the  discretion,  of  the  young  man.  James  Ritchie  at  that  time  was  an 
ardent  Radical  Democrat.  In  one  of  his  "Items"  In  the  newspaper,  he  was  a 
little  rough  on  a  Major  Brown,  a  retired  army  officer,  a  "Whig",  as  the  oppos¬ 
ing  political  party  was  called,  end  a  noted  duelist,  who  had  killed  three 
opponents  In  the  duel;  he  promptly  challenged  my  father,  Jamas,  who,  vlthout 
hesitation,  aocepted.  As  James  had  never  had  any  experience  with  sword  or 
pistol,  their  "seoonds"  agreed  the  "principals"  should  be  placed  a  distance 
of  ten  paces,  with  their  backs  to  each  other,  and  at  the  words  "one,  two,  three, 
fire"  the  two  men  were  to  wheel  about  and  fire  If  they  wished.  It  was  eupposod 
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the  Major,  being  a  "Dead  Shot*  would  fixe  at  once,  vhlch  he  did,  the  ball 
tearing  away  a  lock  of  hair  ond  the  skin,  cbove  James's  right  ear.  Under 
that  "Code",  the  one  who  reserved  his  fire  was  privileged  to  advance  and  de¬ 
liver  his  shot,  which  meant  death  to  hlG  opponent* 

James  advanced,  as  instructed,  and  suid  "Major  Brovn,  you  are  in 
my  power  and  I  Intend  to  kill  you*. 

The  Major  replied,  without  a  flicker  of  an  eyelash,  "Kill  and  be 

damned". 

My  father  threw  the  heavy  pistol  on  the  ground,  held  out  his  hand 
and  said,  "Major  Brown,  I  cannot  kill  a  brave  man.  Had  you  shown  fear,  I 
would  have  fired". 

That  ended  their  "fued".  After  graduating  in  medicine,  he  mounted 
his  good  horse,  with  heavy  saddlebags,  containing  a  change  or  two  of  clothing 
a  few  medical  books,  |300.00  worth  of  medicine  and  about  that  emount  in  cash, 
ond  rode  through  the  primeval  forest  of  Indiana,  to  Franklin,  Indiana,  follow¬ 
ing  the  "3  Notch  Line  or  Trail"  to  that  village.  These  three  notches  were 
"blazed"  on  outstanding  trees  at  intervals  by  exmen  to  "blaze  the  trill"  or 
to  direct  the  traveler.  There  were  no  roads,  as  we  know  them.  On  arrival 
in  Franklin,  where  he  successfully  practiced  his  profession  thirty-five  or 
more  years,  he  rented  an  office  on  the  oorner  of  the  Publio  Square.  He  tried 
in  every  way  to  get  acquainted  vlth  the  farmers,  helping  them  to  construct 
their  cabins  end  log  barns,  but  gpined  no  "patients".  The  medical  field  was 
already  occupied  by  two  dootors,  who  worked  themselves  to  death  to  keep  Dr, 
Ritchie  from  getting  any  practioe,  telling  the  farmers  Dr,  Ritchie  was  nothing 
but  a  theorist  in  medicine  -  only  a  college  man  with  no  experience  except  his 
"Book  Learning".  It  had  its  effect.  Neither  of  the  two  dootors  were  graduates 
of  medicine  -  they  had  Just  "picked  it  up".  One  of  them,  a  big  fellow,  becams 
particularly  obnoxious.  Meeting  him  one  day  in  a  country  lane,  my  futher  gave 
him  a  sound  thrashing,  which  had  e  good  effeot.  His  colleague,  Dr.  Murphy 
a  smaller  man,  took  notice. 

Almost  at  the  end  of  his  resources,  Dr.  Ritchie  was  not  happy.  At 
that  time,  an  "Invasion"  of  Asiatic  Cholera  occurred.  It  was  carried  up  the 
Mississippi  and  Ohio  Rivers  ond  up  country  to  Indienupolls.  People  died 


quickly  and  In  treat  numbers,  Ibr  there  was  no  cure.  Early  one  afternoon  a 
young  man,  of  a  prominent  family,  was  strloken,  on  the  Fubllc  Square,  Two  of 
his  young  friends  picked  him  up  and  carried  him  to  Dr,  Murphy’s  office. 

The  doctor  coming  In  end  seeing  the  young  man  on  the  couch  Inquired, 
"IThat  is  the  matter  with  that  nun?" 

One  of  the  men  ejaculated,  "Cholera.*" 

The  doctor  shouted  "Cholera,*  For  God’s  sake  take  him  out  of  here". 

The  men  there  oarrled  him  to  Dr,  Ritchie’s  office.  Fortunately  the 
doctor  was  In.  He  had  the  young  man  lold  upon  a  couch  and  did  what  ho  could 
to  relieve  his  suffering  until  the  young  man  died  a  few  hours  later  In  his 
offloe.  The  story  of  the  conduct  of  the  two  doctors  was  told  by  the  two  friends 
of  the  dead  youth,  and  from  that  time  for  oyer  thirty  years  Dr.  Ritchie  was  the 
leading  physlolen,  not  only  of  that,  John. County,  but  of  the  ejolning  oountiee, 

A 

Shortly  after  this,  Doctor  Ritchie  became  ofe  of  the  leading  a dvooates  for  the 
building  of  the  great  Canal  System  of  Indiana,  He  had  seen  the  great  Erie 
Canal  In  New  York  State  connecting  Lake  Erie  with  the  Hudson  River  and  thought 
such  success  would  aocrue  to  Indiana,  if  completed.  So  Indiana  was  bonded  to 
build  the  Tfcbash  and  Erie  Canal  from  Lake  Erie  down  the  VTabesh  River  Valley  until 
it  was  connected  with  deep  water  navigation  on  the  Wabash  River,  Then  the 
"Trlilte  Water  Canal"  on  the  east  side  of  the  state,  connected  Lake  Erie  with  the 
Ohio  River,  Then  came  the  Central  Canal,  through  Indianapolis,  None  of  them 
paid  dividends.  They  bankrupted  the  state,  but  the  action  opened  the  eyes  of 
the  Nation,  and  population  began  pouring  in  to  the  north  and  central  portions 
of  the  state  and  adding  to  Its  wealth  end  influence.  This  debt  of  the  state 
was  paid  with  Interest,  but  taught  the  state’s  leaders  a  valuable  lesson,  as 
will  be  seen  later.  In  the  loter  1830*8  and  1840’s,  Dr,  Ritchie  senrod  his 
constituents  In  tro  sessions  of  the  Houoo  tod  three  sessions  of  the  Senate, 
in  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  wtere  he  always  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Education.  This  was  one  of  his  hobbles,  another  v»s  temperance  end  abolish¬ 
ing  Imprisonment  for  debt. 

Whilst  serving  In  the  Legislature,  he  introduced  the  measure  for  the 
erection  and  maintenance  by  the  State  of  Indiana  of  a  "hospital"  for  the  Insane 
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of  the  State,  After  great  difficulty,  the  measure  was  adopted  and  passed. 

The  result  being  the  erection  of  the  great  "Central  Hospital  for  the  Insane" 
in  Indianapolis,  the  first  institution  of  the  kind  ever  erected  west  of  the 
Allegheny  Mountains,  He  was  one  of  the  first  trustees  for  eleven  years.  His 
name  is  on  its  corner  stone,  and  he  was  always  regarded  by  the  medical  pro¬ 
fession  as  its  founder;  and  he  regarded  it  as  his  monument.  He  was  an  activ* 
member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1850,  After  months  of  discussion 
and  debate,  this  great  document  was  completed  and  adopted  by  the  people.  The 
most  notable  provision  was  that  Indiana  shall  not  contract  any  public  debt  for 
any  purpose  except  to  provide  against  Invasion  and  Insurrection, 

This  great  Constitution  has  stood  for  eighty-seven  years,  with  but 
sixteen  £®endments,  a  wonderful  tribute  to  the  patriotism,  the  knowledge  and 
ability  of  its  founders  and  the  sterling  good  sense  of  the  citizens  of  Indiana, 
In  1859  and  1860,  Dr,  Ritchie  was  Chairman  of  the  State  Central 
Committee  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  end  was  instrumental  in  nominating  Abraham 
Lincoln  for  the  U,  S,  Presidency,  in  the  Convention  In  Chicago,  Dr,  Ritchie 
represented  hie  state,  as  a  delegate  to  three  national  conventions. 

In  November  1886  he  sold  his  practice,  beautiful  home,  and  two  terms 
near  Franklin,  and  moved  hie  residence  to  Jasper  County,  Indiana,  buying  what 
was  known  as  the  "Old  Tom  Clark  Place",  a  noted  stopping  place  for  early  day 
travelers  betweon  Lafayette,  Indiana,  and  Chicago,  Illinois,  It  was  located 
four  miles  southwest  of  Rensselaer,  Here  he  engaged  in  farming  and  fine  stock 
raising.  He  believed  in  "heredity  and  like  producing  like".  He  bought  a  famous 
stallion  "Grifford  Morgan  III",  only  four  ronoved  from  the  great  progenitor 
of  that  breed  "Justin  Morgan"  of  Vermont,  to  improve  the  horse  industry  of 
Jasper  County,  He  bou^it  the  cbunpion  Jock  of  Illinois,  paying  $1, 500, 00  fbr 
him;  he  bought  pure-bred  "Short  Horn"  bulls  at  what  seemed  febulous  prices  in 
those  days  and  ell  kindsof  "labor  saving"  equipment,  many  worthless,  but  all  to 
help  the  production  of  good  stock  In  Jasper  and  Newton  Counties,  He  aided 
Alfred  McCoy  materially,  with  tin*  and  money,  to  bring  the  Monon  Railway  through 
Rensselaer,  He  was  for  fifty  ye  era  a  ruling  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church, 

In  person,  he  wee  tall  end  well  formed,  powerful ,  175  pounds  in  weight,  strong 
of  body  and  mind,  generous,  hospitable,  forceful  and  steadfast  for  all  that  was 
good.  He  died  in  1888  -  age  84  years. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
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